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NATO: Solana on Bosnia, Russian Elections 


BR2008151296 Brussels RTL-TV1 Television Network 
in French 1700 GMT 18 May 9 


[Studio interview with NATO Secretary General Javier 
Solana by Stephane Rosenblatt; date not given, from the 
“En Direct” program — recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] [Rosen- 
blaitt! NATO's most spectacular and most visible mrs- 
sion has been [FOR [Implementation Force] in Bosnia 
There is a military aspect and a political one as well 
What interests our viewers most ts the political aspect 
There are the first trials at The Hague war crimes court 
which started a short while ago Do you not think that 
iN Case justice is not done appropriately to those held 
responsible of what happened in the former Yugestavia, 
the NATO mission connot be judged proper 


{Solana} I think that all war criminals will be brought 
to tnal. It is very important to emphasize IFOR’s role, 
which is strictly military. There are many soldiers in the 
field who have made an extraordimary effort. | want to 
thank all countries that have participated in this delicate 
and difficult mission, which 1s proceeding smoothly 
now. 


But there are other factors. There is reconstruction, 
there 1s reconciliation, which in my opinion ts the main 
factor. That is why we attach so much importance to 
the elections tn Bosnia-Herzegovina in September. They 
will be important for a country which has to prepare tor 
the future. It needs a new leadership which is prepared 
to tackle the problems of the future 


{Rosenbiatt] How do you assess the progress made 
in the field’ Take reconciliation, of the freedom of 
movement. Do you see noticeable progress, of is it not 
satisfactory’ 


{Solana} I think we have made considerable progress 
in the last few days, for example in connection with 
the freedom of movement. This is very important for 
the ciections. It would he very difficult to maintain an 
electoral process if the freedom of movement was not 
respected. That is why IPFOR will do everything it can, 
in close cooperation with the OSCE [Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe} and Mr. Bildt, 
to help guarantee two things guarantee freedom of 
movement and increase overall security in the republic 


[Rosenhatt] The [FOR mission has a limited term. How 
will you he able to decide that its mission is to come 
to an end, that the troops can be withdrawn, without 
violence im the country flanng up again’ 


{Solana} You know that the mission has a one-year term 
I think that we will he able to complcte our mission in 
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one year. | hope that we will be able to leave a Bosnis 
that is prepared for the future, that has the willpower | 

live together, and might become part of the Europea 
institutions 


[Rosenblatt] Talking about justice, which os important 
in the eyes of the public, are you firmly convinced tha! 
Mr. Karadzx, former president of the Serh Repurix 
of Bosnia, and Mr. Miadic, head of the Bostan Sert 
forces, will be yudged one day by The Hague court 


[Solana] Yes, | hope and I wish so 


[Rosenblatt] Does IRFOR have the means to d 
of the job in ringing these people to court’ 


its | i’ 


[Solana] Oh yes, our mission os clear. The responsibility 
for war criminals is the responsimility of all the partes 
involved. I hope that all the parties will do what has 
been agreed in Dayton. In the coming days Twill talh 
with some of the responsible parties. in particular wit 
|Serman] President Milosevic, about this question 


{Rosenblatt} Another Iportant Lopyn about which there 
will be much discussion in the near future ts the election 
in Russia. [tis a question which ts important for oo 
and for those who do not know very well the issues 
in which NATO ts involved Has NATO not dropped 
its guard too soon, when we consider that the 7 
capect a possible return of a former communist to head 
tomorrow's Russia’ 


[Solana] We will see, we will wart for the elector 
results. We have to judge the election results. sot tron 
Jeclarauons made by one or the other politician, Pur 
rather from facts. | wish that the developments of 
our fnends in the Russian Federation will relate ¢ 
democracy, political reform, and also economy retorr 
That ts very important for us | hope that we will be 
able to maintain special, bilateral, and p 
with the Russian Federation 


al relations 


ht as truce. We will continue the enlargement and 
expansion process of our alliance. That decision was 
made in 1994 by the heads of state and government ot 
the member states 


[Rosenblatt] They might want to talk about 1 again after 
the clections, whoever the winner is’ 


[Solana] We wall continue in a prudent and transparent 
way We want to maintain poud am specu ia) Telatnons 
with a country that is important for the security and 
stability of our continent 


[Rosenblatt] Would the possible election of a former 
communist as president of this Country ental ar 
sary strategic change in NATO) s perception of the end 
of the Cold War’ 
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|Solana] We will see how the Russian authorities will 
behave after the elections. At this moment we can only 
hope that developments in Russia will be positive in 
the fields of politcal and economic reform, and in 
maintaining good relations with NATO. I think that we 
need to he very cautious in analyzing declarations made 
on the occasion of an election campaign. This is not only 
truce for Russia but also for our own countries. 


[Rosenblatt] When considering the way in which the 
election campaign is developing, does i make you 
confident or does i cause justified anxiety’ 


|Solana] That ts difficult to define in a mere two words. 
I hope that the result will be positive for the citizens of 
Russia. [passage omitted] 


[Rosenblatt] In the eyes of European citizens don't you 
think that, if you consider all NATO missions, and 
in particular what has happened in Bosnia, NATO's 
credihility has experienced a senous blow, which will 
he difficult to remedy after the long tergiversations that 
were needed in Bosnia before actions in the field were 
taken’ 


{Solana} The role that we have played and are still play- 
ing in Bosmia has been preeminent. Without NATO's 
contribution the situation in Bosnia would undoubtedly 
have heen much worse. However, the solution for peace 
in Bosnia will be closely linked to IFOR’s role. 


{Rosenblatt} Is there no self-criticism to be made in 
an organization such as NATO when performing its 
activities ’ 


[Solana] Life consists of self-criticism, but also of 
optimism. The art is to mix both of them. Self-criticism 
for the things that do not work well, opumism for the 
things that work well. 


[Rosenblatt] One last issue on which there is a lot of 
discussion about European construction and the creation 
of a joint European defense force — Belgrum knows 
the issue because it is part of the Eurocorps to which 
France, Germany, Spain also belong. In the long term 
will there not he a competition between this future joint 
European defense force and NATO” 


[Solana] | think that the decision we made to build a 
European defense council within NATO was a good 
one. The possibility of building up together with the 
Americans the Atlantic alliance with the possibility 
of separating the European efforts with respect to 
certain missions and at the same ume maintaining this 
transatlantic Culture was a smart decision made by the 
Europeans [passage omitted] 
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OECD: Japan Stresses Need To Deregulate 


OW2108145296 Tokvo KYODO in Enelish 
1355 GMT 21 May 9% 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pans, May 2! KYODO 
Japan expressed its resolve to promote deregulation 
efforts at a ministerial meeting of the Organization tor 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OCD) that 
started in Pans on Tuesday [2! May} 


“To maintain economic growth and create yobs, i ts 
essential to foster telecommumications and other ncw 
industries through deregulation, International Trade 
and Industry Minister Shumpe: Tsukahara sand during 
the meeting, according to Japanese officials 


Other OECD ministers voiced similar views and ex- 
pressed strong hope that the OECD will play a leading 
role in derevulation by compiling a recommendation re 
port, the ouficials said. 


The OECD, the Paris-based economic research organ. 
zation of industrialized Countries, 1s scheduled to adopt 
a feport next year on measures to promote deregulation 


In the session Tuesday morning, many participants 
expressed concerns over serious employment problems 
in European and other nations. 


As a result, measures to fight unemployment are cx 
pected to be one of the mayor topics at the summut meet. 
ing of the Group of Seven (G-7) industrialized Countries 
in Lyons in late June, conference sources said 


On the economic conditions of member nations, many 
OECD ministers voiced worres over the course of 
European economies. European nations are now facing 
fears of economic slowdown at a time when Japan and 
the United States are turning in relatively tavorabic 
performances. 


Japanese officials said Foreign Minister Yukstiko Theda 
hopes that European countries, now busy with trying to 
reduce budget deficits, will also make efforts to rev up 
their economies 


“Japan is closely watching the course of member 
economies of the European Union (EU) which are 
proceeding with reductions in budget deficits toward a 
single European currency, Ikeda was quoted as saying 


OECD: Japan's tkeda Proposes Extra Session on 
Body's Finances 

OW210512189% Tokvo KYODO in Enelich 

11582 GMT 21 May % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Pans. May 2) KYODO) 
Japan proposed Tuesday [21 May] that the Organization 
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for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
hold an extraordinary council mecting in June to discuss 
its critical financial situation, Japanese officials sad. 


The proposal came during talks in Pans between Japan- 
ese Foreign Minister Yukihiko Ikeda and Donald John- 
ston, the incomung OECD secretary general, the officials 
said. 


Ikeda stressed the urgent need to resolve the finance 
issuc, and Johnston replied he wants to consider the 
Japanese proposal, the officials said. 


Johnston, the former Canadian finance minister, will 
take the post as head of the Paris-based economic 
research organization of industrialized countnes from 
next month. 


The OBCD ts now facing a serious financial crisis. It 
has ye’. to set its 1996 budget as the United States lags 
behird in its planned contributions amid efforty to tnm 
the national budget deficit 


According to the Japanese officials, Johnston reacted 


positively to Ikeda’s call for increasing the number of 
Japanese staff at "ac OECD's secretariat 


Ikeda is here to attend the OECD's minister-level annual 
council meeting on Tuesday and Wednesday 


OECD: France, Germany, Spain Determined To 
Cut Deficits 

BR2108141496 Paris AFP in French 

1241 GMT 21 May % 


[FBIS Translated Text] Pans, 21 May (AFP) — The 
German, French, and Spanish delegations attending the 
OECD ministerial meeting in Pans all stressed their 
commitment to maintaining thei efforts to make budget 
savings, meet the Maastricht criteria, and revive growth 


and employment 
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The three delegations rejected the suggestion that ca 
rying out those stringent policies simultancously mught 
impair growth, explaiming that exemplary budge! poll 
cies would have a crucial structural effect on growth 
and employment and would boost confidence 


German Secretary of State Lorenz Schomerus, the 
number two at the Economy Ministry, sand that the 
problems o; the German economy were duc to the high 
level of government spending, taxes, and duties, as wel! 
as the lack of flexrbility on the labor market 


Mr. Schomerus outlined his tax reform for the years to 
come: Abolish taxes on professional property and the 
assets of Companies, progressively cut the additional 
taxes levied to finance reunification, cut and simplity 
income jax as Of | January 1999 


French Economy Ministry Jean Arthuis once again set 
out the French Government's objective of reducing the 
budget deficit to 4 percent of GDP in late 1996 and then 
to 3 percent in late 1997 


He stressed that the government had decided to maintain 
spending for 1997 at the 1996 level in constant francs 
Le. a 2 percent cut im real terms. Mr. Arthuis said 
incidentally that the OECD projections for growth 
which predict a 1 percent increase in French GDP this 
year while the government is anticipating 1.4 percen: 
growth — were “a little pessimistic 


Finally, Spanish Finance Minister Rodrigo Rate said that 
Spain intends to cut its budget deficit to 4.4 percent in 
late 1996 and then to 3 percent in 1997 in order to meet 
the Maastricht Treaty’s criteria for the traduction of 
the single currency 
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EL: Former C..mmunist States Reject Partial 
Membership Offer 

MS2108101496 London FINANCIAL TIMES 

in English 21 May 9 p2 


[Report by Bruce Clark: “EU Aspirants Cool To Paru.dl 
Membership | 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Former Communi’ ~ountres 
m central and castern Europe have fespo.nud coolly 
to a German suggestion that they be offered partial 
membherstup of the European Umon. They fcar «x could 
he a substitute for full membership of the EU and Nato. 


Diplomats involved in the intergovernmenta! conference 
{1G} on reform of the Union said the idca of partial 
membherstup — admutting the ex-Communist countries 
to EU discussions on home and foreign affairs — was 
very much im the ar at recent IGC sessions 


This idea ts at the back of everybody's mind when 
we talk about flexibility, or a multi-speed Europe,” one 
diplomat sad. “The fact is that it may take a long 
ume hefore we can harmonise social, agricultural and 
industrial policies with potential new members id we 
should not need to wait so long before co-operat ag with 
them over pustice and foreign affairs 


Partial membership would ‘mply admitting some states 
to the EU's so-called second and third pillars — dealing 
with foreign and home affairs respectively — while 
waiting several more years hefore admitting them to 
the first pillar where the core business of the Union ts 
conducted 


A Polish official sand this might make necessary an 
extensive rewriting of the EU treaties, and so would 
merely delay the process of Poland's admission as a 
full member 


The wea was floated this month by Mr Rudolf Sen- 
ers, the foreign policy spokesman for Germany's rul- 
ing Christian Democrats, in the Prankfurter ALLGE- 
MEINER ZEITUNG 


He noted that the p in of cconomic reform and te 
burden of preparing to join west European institutions 
were causing some discontent in the ex-Communist 
states. Stressing that be was only asking a question, 
Mr Serters said the EU should consider whether to give 
candidate inembers partial membership by admitting 
them to home and foreign affairs discussions newt year 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl, challenged during a recent 
viet to Brussels as to whether he agreed with this, 
avonded commenting on foreign affairs but sand there 
was an urgent need for EU governments and potential 
memhers to co-operate more closely on crime 
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Diplomats involved with the IGC sand there had Deen 
suggestions that incorporating cx -Communmt Countries 
into the EU's emerging common foreign and security 
policy could be a substitute for the castward enlarge 
ment of Nato. 


However, diplomats from central and castern Europ 
who ave counting on firm decisions about Nato enlarge 
ment being made catly next year, said thes trade-ot! 
would be completely unacceptabic 


The question mark over west European commitment 
Nato enlargement has emerged at a time when some US 
officials are privately accusing their allies of Dackslnding 
over Nato. 


Mr Volker Ruche, the German dctence munister, teat 
firmed his country’s commitment to Nato expansion im 
a speech in Warsaw last week But he stressed that 1 
would not be the old, heavily muilitarwed structure of 
Nato that was moving castwards but a reformed alliance 
which was better adapted to the post-cold war period 


EU: Croatia's Membership Application Rejected 
MS2108094796 London THE TIMES in Enelick 
21 May % pi 


[Report by Michacl Binyon) Ministers Rebutt Croatia 
Bid To Join Council OF Europe | 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] European goveraments have 
issued an unprecedented rebull to President Tudymas 
by refusing to endorse a call for Croatia to be admitted 
to the *9-naton Council of Europe 


Neat week, a full meeting of the council s parliamen 
tary assembly in Greece will debw'e a call last week 
by European Union foreign ministers tor Croatia's en 
try to be delayed until President Tudyman had given 
stronger guarantees on human nights, press freedom and 
democtacy. Normally, a recommendation hy the coun 
cil’s assembly 1s endorsed by member governments Bur 
Western governments have been angered ty Dr Tuc 
man's refusal to implement in ful! the Dayton accords 
his crackdown on the opposition press and his attempt 
to annul the clection of the Mayor of Zagreh and ap 
pornt instead a political ally 


At a mecting in Thessaloniki the assembly will deh ote 
the minister's call for a delay 


A working group is cxpectad to draw up «4 iit of 
mimmum conditions for entry, including greater press 
freedom and a promise to co-operate with the United 
Nations war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavia, as 
well as a timetae for thew implementation 


The Tudjman Government had promised 4 range of 
Jemoct atic reforms to gain entry to the Council, scen a 
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the European yardstick of democracy and human mghis 
Almost none has been fulfilied 


EL: UK Policies Toward Single Currency Viewed 
MS2008125996 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
20 May % p 16 


[Arucle by Giles Radice, Chairman of European Move- 
ment: All Aboard For a Single Currency | 


[PBIS Transcribed Text] | believe that there is a strong. 
cconomc and political case for a European single 
currency, that the negative arguments are weaker than 
the positive ones, and that, if a European single currency 
does go ahead, then Britain should poun—pattly hecause 
of the advantages of being in, partly hecause of the 
disadvantages of remaming out 


Fourteen separate currencies impose substantial costs 
on economes of the member states and impede the 
smooth working of the single market. A single currency 
would save the foreign cxchange and other transactional 
cupenses of domng husiness, amounting according to the 
European Commission, to more than 15 Mlhon ecus 
cach year, Opponents argue that these outlays add up 
to a mere 0.4 per cent of GDP. Even so, that figure is 
equivalent to a trade tax for the UK of § Dillon pounds 
per annum and it falls disproportionately on exporters 
rather than importers and on smalicr husinesses. It 
would enaMec consumers to calculate prices more casily, 
especially of financial services. while travellers within 
the single market would no longer have to meet foreign 
exchange costs, which sometimes add up to 10 per cent 
of cach foreign exchange transaction 


However the crucial henefit to be derived from a 
European single currency 1s the contribution mt would 
make to monetary statlity and to cconome growth 
ArguaNy. a single market commned with freedom of 
capital is inherently unstaMe without a single currency 
A strong single currency could bring with it substantial 
adv antages 


Interest rates should he significantly lower hecause the 
risk premium attached to weaker currencies would no 
longer he necessary Lower interest rates and a more 
stahic cconomi environment should encourage more 
investment and trade and stimulate growth Firms could 
plan abead more effectively im the knowledge that 
there would he less uncertainty Greater statlity could 
encourage longer term, higher trust relationships within 
the firm and the economy 


Then there are the political arguments for a angle cur- 
rency. The Prench support EMU in part because 
would give them a voue in the management of Euro 
pean monetary policy They nghtly hebeve that over the 
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medium term, European monctary conditions ae Largely 
shaped by the actions of the Bundesbank The choice, as 
the former Freach European Commissioner, Christiane 
Sonvener, put it, 1s between a domunant of a single cur- 
rency. A seat on the European Central Bank, as wel! as 
an clement of accountability through the Econom and 
Finance Commutice of the Council of Ministers, would 
give other EU members a say in monetary policy 


In my view, the arguments against a European singic 
currency are much weaker than the positive aguments 
(ne afgument pul forward by the critics, especially 
those on the left 1s that the single currency ts hkely 
to he deflationary hecause of the criteria and ofyectives 
agreed under the Maastricht Treaty But if a European 
uUMION Monctary system is to operate cfiectively, mt has 
to he governed by rules, including measures to prevent 
ctcessive government borrowing 


In any case, the Maastricht Treaty allows for detuots ex 
ceeding 4 per cent where the excess ts only Crceptional 
and temporary and a dehVGDP ratio above 0) per cent 
if the ratio ws | sufficrently diminishing and approaching 
the reference value at a satisfactory pace | The protiem 
for European Union decision makers will he to decide 
how far to take caceptional circumstances into \ 
sideration in the run up to 1998, when the assesement is 
made about the cligimility for member states for Stage 
Three of EMU and for a single currency To that en 
tent, the influence of the real cconomy, argued for hy 
many on the left, 1s already a factor mm the single cur 
rency equation 


The level of unemployment in the European Union 
is, Of Course, too high. But apart trom the overstrong 
mark, 1 os largely a supply side proMiem. related bh 
skill masmatches, regional proMiems and labour market 
rigidities. Another argument, which is often put forward 
by the critics of a single currency, 1s that memher states 
would have to give up the weapon of devaluation In 
paricular, individual countries would not he abc & 
compensate for uncapected events m the techn al 
jargon asymmetric show ks 


However, i is quite hard to imagine a genuine showk 
from outs. whose impact would he asymmetry 

hetwoen the likely intial members of a single curren 
hecause the cconomes of these Countries are alteady 
highly integrated. The political case against a vingle 
currency 1s that it would diminish parhamentary and 
nalonal sovercignty and transfer important econormn 
powers to an unclected EU Phody But that mw ft 
CUaggerate ou Monetary sovereignty today I German 
interest rates rise, the UK is hound to he affected A 
seat on the European Central Bank would aguamy give 
ws greater overall leverage than we have tealey As ' 
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the federal pout, | agree with Kenncth Clarke when be 
sand that *t was quite possitic to have monctary umon 
without political umon. Certanly Eurcpean monctary 
union 1% an important step but ut leaves the political 
Opbon open 

Many politicians in Britain had hoped that events would 


stop the single currency gowng ahead, oF at least delay 
nt well into the next century 


CM course, the future cannot be predicted. Bul anyone 
who, as | did. attended the European Commission 
Seminar in January 199) on the intraduction of a 
single currency, would have understood the strength 
of the commitment to EMU by much of the political 
ant Pusiness class across the Continent. The question 
for the UK ws likely to be not so much whether, im 
principle, EMU should happen, but whether if France 
and Germany along with Austria, the Benelux 
countries and perhaps Denmark — go ahead with a 
single currency, Britam can senubly stay out of the 
Euro-Phox 


Imagine what would happen if we decided to stay out 
markets would assure that our dechwon-makers were 
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wedded to currency depreciation. As a Comsogucnce 
British interest rates might have to mec still further 
Already the cost to the taxpayer of the mek premeum 
demanded by the markets so of the onder of 5-7 
tlhon pounds. This would almost certainly have a 
disadvantageous impact on growth and employment 


There 1s also likely to be some deflection of mvestment 
away from the UK, as investors would gravitate tow ards 
the atca of greater monctary statulity. Brita would lose 
influence on the development of the single currency 
and probaly other key issues invde the European 
Union if we decide to stay out. Out long-term postion 
as a member of the single market mught even he mm 
jcopardy, especially if our poly makers resorted t 
the aggressive’ de <laathomit tactics expouwsed by the 
Eurosceptics 


For these reasons and because Britain would hencty 
from lower imterest fates and greater satlity as part 
of the Euro currency, 1 is in Britam’s interests to youn 
a European single currency if one goes abead COinoe the 
decision ts taken, the task will then he to persuade the 
British people that it 1s the nght onc 
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UK: Preweres Mownt Fer Britein to Join EMU 


MS210512419%6 London INDEPENDENT on English 
2] May % pit 


[Report by John Emenhammer Currency pressure 
‘grows on UK. moorporatimg remats by Edie 
George. the Governor of the Bank of England to the 
Treasury Sclect Commuttce} 


([PBIS Tramcrited Teast] The politcal pressures on 
Brita to take part in European monetary umon (EMU | 
have risen markedly mm recent months, Eddie George, the 
Governer «ibe Bank of England, told MPs yesterday 
The financial markets have heen pushed to one wide, 
Mr George sand on evidence Hefore the Treasury Select 
Committee, noting the apparent determination of a 
num of key governments to mect the 1999 deadline 
fot a COMMON Currency 


The Governot emphaswed the political dynamic of the 
decmon- making process Pecause, m his view, the 
chances of key countries acheewing the comvergeme 
<fiteria in tome had hecome more dowhtul than a year 
ae 


Mr George was fe-appearing Petore the sclat com. 
futtee i part to correct what he regarded + a Eur 
epical msmterpretahen of tes EMU evidence on © 
May 


Instead. Mr George placed humeclt firmly om the prag- 
matist carp. lneng up alongede Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chanceila 


He sad be did not take an adverse wew of European 
monctary umion, hut had Recome more douMful about 
the abulity of countnes to fulfil, on me criteria on 
inflata. pubin spending and national dem 


| was Gsappownted with the way mm whah « was 
reported. | am fot commenting im an adverse way on 
the merits of the propect, he told the MPs 


I heheve that it may help to achveve the kind of statlity 
whah | thenk is futdamentally the most important isue 
here And I think ( that statility 1s atveved on a 
sustamatic hasts, encapeulating that 19 a single currency 
then Recomes a plaus.Me. sensi he approach 


All | have sad in talking about having hecome more 
dow™ful « | am more dowhful a to whether the 
convergence criteria can Ne achrewod according to the 
Maastricht umetaMe, he added 


| atm more dow’ ful sow than | was 4 year ago hex auee 
on the softenmg of coonoma activity on the continent 
of Europe | thiek that 1 an curemely unhelpful 
cavaonmenm for atually ateeving the convergence 
eTiteria to the current umetamic 
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He also sand that he Neleeved that if the UK remand 
oummc EMU. such a mowe would not damage the 
financial activites of the Crty of London. The UK would 
cs the weated like a pariah if of chose fet to porn a 
commen curroncy, be sad 


The Governor lent hrs weight to the aegument in tavour 
4 makong the Bank of England independent. ehicther 
oe Brean decided to pon EMU. because of the 
asvamtages wo would Pring m Poosteng ant). inflation 
credentials 


The Goverroe sand that what really mattered for Brean 
was the ality Comistentiy to deliver a tae eoomomn 
cavrontxm © ay cwcutelane mo ow eth 
withowt an mdependem central bank But he would 
welkoome « decimem to give the Bank a mandate tor 
deliverong prac sabulity 


UK. ‘Iatredection’ to U nionmt Poll Manifesto 
MSDN I0E966 Unsernet) Ulaer Unomea Party WWW 
mtinelioh 20OMa MH 


| lotradacton te Uleter Unset Party (UUP!] mam 
feste for 4) May Northern ireland clectioms | 


[PBIS Tramwrihed Teat! 


Building VY our bt uture Within the | nion 


The UUP stands foursquare for the Union hex ause the 
Union offers the hew fatate fer all our peopic, whether 
Unionet of Nationalist of periher 


The Union can hes! guarantee our econotma well-Nemng 


The Union alse offers the people the hest prospect of 
peace and fa play Pecause the Unrom links us to a 
genuinely pluralist, lheral democrata state capac of 
acommeatdating social, cultural and rehgrows diveruty 


As Daved Tremiic cod at the UUP Conteeme m 
fktoter IV¥s 


The United Kingdom a genuinely plural state in 
which if ts posse to he Welsh of Scottesh of Britesh 
Sumlariy one can he brieh of Ulster and Brith as well 


The Constitutes of the United Kingdom can foster a 
tat and Propertionate system of local admumestration in 
the Prowince, and provide for the Proader relationshas 
whech well he addressed in the Talks 


The Budding Team 


The Ulster Unmonmt Party « 4 political patty which 
invests politics wrth a serous purpose The UL'P carts 
to serve the people hy advancing and promoting the 
Umon ht has never heen the party of catravagant talk 
and improvised stunts 
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The UUP socks to burld a Northers Irciand where ail 
can twe with cgualty ender the law. free trom the 
Great of physcal harm Pec ause of polsucal of rehgious 
wews, froe from the ever present threat of paramuliay 
voleme 


The UUP is the only party from Ulster enich ts fully 
parboopating om the work of Paharmaw a Westmunster 
Ths work wrll continue however }oe se the Forum lasts, 
and we Peleve thal in the coming trths the political 
wgmiticance of our Parhamentary f 71+ 2! oncrease 


No other Unmet Party has such a ua) fa.) mem- 
hereup as the UUP. and commncd with (°c wiccepread 
geograptical distrihutios of our support, places as im a 
umigue Powtion to represent the imterests of the greater 
furiher 


The Forum and the Talks 


The Ulster Uniomet Party will approach the Forum and 
the Talks process powtively 


ht os the wmtenten of the UUP to attend the Talks on 
10th June, where we will strive and endeavour to secure 
agreememt with those who are Commuetted to exclusively 
peacctul metheds. and who have shown a willingness 
to atide by the demoactatn process 


The Party has a generous clear [as recerved] of Northern 
Ireland withen the Union, as a place where people of all 
vadinoms can foe! happy. comfortaMe and at home 


The UUP hehewes that Eore's illegal territorial clam 
ower this part of the Unned Kingdom can he fe re- 
solved on accordance with International law. No country 
should engage im any activity which interferes in ‘the 
sovereign cquality, territorial imtegnty ad political in- 


dependence of States” (Council of Bars ¢ — February 
19v5) 


The Party will not agree to any set of pr sosals which 
would dimmnmsh of crode the Union We will resist any 
suggestions which. ofectively, woud tun Counter to the 
hest interests and wishes of the greater number 


The UUP will he seeking to restore the constitutional 
imtegnty of the United Kingdom We remain committed 
tw seckong an alternative to and a replacement of the 
198% Arglo-lrish agreement 

While Ulster Unsonrsts will he vigorously promoting our 


case, we will also he listeneng to the wews and concerns 
of others 


Voting in This Blection Is (. sctal 


The socalled byhrd electoral system to be used in 
the Forum clection has heen fonmted upon us with the 
support of an wahely allance heteoen Dr Pasicy and 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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John Hume ht ws cynically dewgned to SHRED te 
Umomst vote and weaken the pro-Union voue m the 
Forum 


Up to 11 partes of groups will be sccking to oMtan 
votes from pro Unson clectors 


This lunacy cannot continue without inflctung wrepara- 
bie damage to the pro-Umon cause. The best way of 
frustrating this ploy i to give the UUP a massive and 
resounding vote on “th May 


This clection ts of cructal umportance. The results will 
te caretully scrutmeed. When all the votes ae counted 
actos the Province, any Unionest apathy wll have the 
effect of cuaggetating the strength of the cnemucs of 
Ulster, there>y weakening the pro - Union voue, both 
mm the Forum and at the negotiating tabic 


This clection ts the most umportant since 1921, 1 1s vital 
to masimese the pro-lUmon vote. As the future of North. 
ern ircland helongs to the people of Northern Ircland, 
WE URGE YOU TO SEIZS THE OPPORTUNITY TO) 
SECURE OUR PUTURE W. "IN THE UNION BY 
VOTING: ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY (UUP) X 


UK: Political Parties Launch Manifestos for 
Upcoming Poll 

MS2108124996 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
mtnglish 21 Mav py 


[Report by John Murray Brown “Ulster parties launch 
poll campaign | 


[PBIS Transcribed Tew} The Northern Ireland clection 
Campaign took off yesterday with both the Ulster Union. 
ists and the moderate nationalist Sactal Democratic and 
Labour party lawnching ther mamifestos for the May 4) 


pol 


The clecthion «s for the 110-seat Northern Ireland forum, 
from which the partes will appornt negotiators for 
substantive talks on Uleter's future on June 10 


But with less than two weeks to go. the Northern Ireland 
(tfice launched a televisson adverieing campaign to 
promote the poll, reflecting official concern about a 
possihic low turnout 


Anyone who stays af home m giving a vote to the 
natonaliets, sad Mr Jom Wilson, scoretaty peneral of 
the UUP [Ulster Unsonmt Party! 


Mr David Trimiic, the UUP leader, sad in unvering 
his Party s manifesto that he was socking an allernative 
and a replacement of the Angle Ineh Agreement - the 
198S accord which enshrined Duhiin's ngtt to a role om 
Northern Ireland 
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Mr Joho Taylor, the deputy icadet, sand mm Londonderry 
lat mught that @ was the most omportant clecthon wince 
1921. He called on moderate Catholus, who tavoured 
the continued wmon with the UK. to support the UUP 


The non-sectarian Alliance party and Sonn Fein, the 
IRA's polical wong. launched campaigns last work 
However, the dehate has so far heen overshadowed 
by the contnumg gucsten mark over Sinn Fein's 
partapation om the all-party talks 


Sinn een is comtesteng the clection but the two govern- 
ments ust the IRA must remstate the ceaschire Nefore 
Sinn Fem can joun the other partes im substantive nc 
gotiations 


The UUP sand yesterday that the IRA had te go heyond 
merely restoring an ammguous .casctre 


Separately. Poth Mr Tremhc and Sa Patrxk Mayhew 
the Northern Ircland secretary, dismissed suggestions i 
newspaper feports that Senn Fem maght formally dis. 
tahoe itecl! from the IRA and so gam access to the talks 
hy signing up to the gom-wolent principles outlined Py 
US Senator George Mitchell, who reported to the Low 
Jon and Duhiin governments on arms dec ommiwwonmg 


Mr Trimivic sand Sonn Fern and the IRA were part and 
parcel of the same movement and any move to suggest 
a<pPaatiom Baa sham 


Se Patni cad) Eweryhedy knows that Sonn Fem and 
the IRA are receatrncamy lrnked 


The trish government sand Sinn Fern had commuted 
itecit to peacefully resolving tmeucs 


UK Adams Interviewed on Acceptance of Mitchell 
Principles 


Sh Ee Bs 1 oomdon RAC Radu 4 Netart 
mineloh O60 GOMT 21 May & 


[Telephone mterwew with Sonn Fem leader Gerry 
Adams, 9 Beitast, hy James Noughue im London on 
2) May—tive of recorded) 


[PRIS Tramcrited Teat) [Naughte| Well, Gerry Adams 
on te line now Mr Adam. you've accepted the 
Mitchell prngiples Now. that commits you—and | 
qucte fram he preciples lad cut by the commismon 
report to thie Cippese any effort hy others to threaten 
of use force Now Gees that mean that if another hom> 
went off on Londes wou would condemn a” 


[Adams| Well, fire of all. pow’ morneng, Jom 
(Naughtiie) Good morning 


|Adam)! Secomd’y. cam i way Ghat Mr Alderdwe lleader 
owt Northern Ireland © A 
nomense, and Kevin T 


ame Party) vs talkong compicte 
ie lauthor of the hook Rete! 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Hearts | isnt mach better | themk that we heave to mm 
the frst instance, tell your litencrs m 4 veTy. very 
fwm yet frcasomaMic way thal fo mnt po! chong 
for the Branwh Government to he erecting any more 
omstacies to peace talks And of wat pood chough fo 
the Brush Government to he undermuning any mete 
the nights of these who will vote Some Fem im the 
clecvon. My attitude to the Mitchel! prin apies ms quite 
traghtiorwad We cooperated with the body when the 
Umonnsts did not We mvelved curscives m the ter 
‘tack as well as the decommmemonmng tak We mnk 
a Octatlod eritien and oral subrmeson to . and whe 
the report was puPinhed—<m the day on whah you 
prime munester put tin the ruhhosh fen 1 week ome: 
and sand that tt could provide a Way inte all-pay tae 
We ate prepared to wage ap Uf the Broth Gove 
with the record here, the Unnonimts with ther 
and the others on the loyalist camp with thew record ok 
prepared to wign up te these princeples, we ate prepwred! 
to do so abo And |. you know, wonder Is thete really 
a psychology out there tp the bead of the Breet and 
Unionist estaMishment seching peace of ts i 4 matter 
of trying to score Pounts when there arc 
heme offered ’ 


ner 


lowe rr ath Pens 


[Naughtic| Well you say you wen up ti the PTA ies 
That means, | assume that vou would Conder any 
outhreak of IRA viokeme from now on 


|Adams| Well, first of afi, let's pet tote the all party 
talks and ict's get all other parties signing wp to thew 
primceples, and let's get a measure of confidem« 


\Naughtie] Well, hang om Are you saying vou only 
amide by the princeples when everyone clee aides hy 
them’ You see, # scemed yesterday that what you were 
saying = [ondirstemt interruption hy Adams | 
to ask a pownt—at seemed yesterday that what you were 
saying was Look, let's get rid of all the nomen We 
go along wrth Michell Now. gorng along sith Miu he! 
means——and | quete from the theag oppose ony effin 
by others to threaten of wee force That mean you mow 
condemn IRA violence. clearly 


[Adams) Well, first of all, | know the Machel! report 
mde out Im one of the people who made submis 
io ft and. if you like, helped te write And what th 
senator and his colleagues ashod at a tome when the 
Brith Government were refuwng to talk after 10 
1) months inte an IRA cessation—te asked that these 
prereset ones of dec ommuissnoning mow of dex conte ven Tims 
never to he sateefied [as Dear’) Me mted people | 
come round the tahic and sigh up to promaies + 
they could staft te resolve all of the eure meodvet 
He shod people to gn ap a that poont te thew 
wt principles That ts caactly what he has shod 


wry ppl 
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bit of difference. What happened to put together the 
opportunity of August “94—-which Mr. Major and 


unstinting, behind-scenes hard work by myself and Mr. 
Hume and others. Condemnations and denunciations 
may sound good in terms of the soundbite or in terms 


of the politics of the establishment. They won't work. ~ 


[Naughtie] But the problem you've got, Mr. Adams, is 
that the Mitchell Report commits you to the politics of 
condemnation. 


{Adams} Excuse me, Jim. I don’t have a problem. 


[Naughtie} No, OK, well let's not argue about a word. 
The difficulty you've got... [Iadistinct imerruption by 
Adams] Well, look, come on. Listen to me. You say 
you know the Mitchell Report inside out. The Mitchell 


Report commits you... 

,Adams, im. «rupting} Have you read the Mitchell Re- 
port? 

[Naughtic; Yes, I’ ve got the appropriate extracts in front 
of me. 


{Adams} Well, we've been through it because the 
Mitchell Report says there needs to be progress on the 
political track... 


[Naughtie, interrupting) Indeed it does. 

{Adams} The Mitchell Repon, which your prime min- 
ister put in the rubbish bin... 

[Naughtie, interrupting) Well... 


[Adams, interrupting) ..also asks for confidence- 
building measures on a whole range of issues. 


[Naughtie} Of course it does. 
{Adams} Now... 


[Naughtic, interrupting) | wouldn't deny that for a 
moment. Of course it does. 

[Adams] Well now, the people who have a problem in 
this situation are the people who live outside of Ireland 
and the people who live on your island [as heard). 


[Naughtic} OK, but... 

[Adams, interrupung} Now what Senator Mitchell of- 
fered up was a mechanism to provide people with an 
opportunity of getting around a table to talk. 


[Naughue] No, | understand exactly what construction 
you're putting on it. 


FBIS-WEU-96-100 
22 May 1996 


[Adams] No, no, sorry. I'm not putting this construction 
On it. 
(Naughtie}) Well, this is... 


{[Adams, interrupting] The senator and his colleagues 
were asked on a very limited remit to work oul some 
way of defusing the issue of decommissioning so that 
it could be resolved to everyone's satisfaction... 


(Naughtie] Right. Now, as you know, that... 


{[Adams, interrupting] Excuse me, and so that talks could 
begin. Now are we going to have talks on June 10? It 
appears to me that, if your prime minister sticks by his 
guns, that we're not going to have talks on June 10, 
because he's going to exclude Sinn Fein. 


[Naughtie] Well, look, we don't want to get into a 
semantic argument. 


[Adams] I'm sorry, that isn’t semantic. 
[Naughtie] Whether it’s constructive or not. 
[Adams] That's what the man is saying. 


[Naughtie] Yes, let me... 


{Adams, interrupting] He's saying we have to have an 
election. He wrote an article i. THE IRISH TIMES last 
week, which | welcomed. In the course of that article he 
said: After the elections the route into negouations will 
be direct, clear, and automatic. Now we're contesting 
this election. Tens of thousands of people are going to 
vote for our party. Are those people not worthy of the 
same concern and consideration as all the other parties’ 


[Naughtic] Right. You have laid out your case there very 
clearly. But | come back to the one question which— 
as you well know, Mr. Adams—people listening to you 
will want to hear answered. If you accept the Mitchell 
Report— and you've said at great length there that you 
do, you believe that’s the way forward - - the Mitchell 
Report is unequivocal: It requires those who accept it to 
say: not only will we oppose violence, we will oppose 
any effort by others to threaten or use force. Now to any 
ordinary person, that means that if there is IRA violence 
you must condemn it. Would you do that or not? 


{Adams} Well, | have made my position quite clear 
on this—and you can keep coming back to the same 
question and reduce this [words indisunct). 


[Naughtie}] Well, believe me, I do It's because it's not 
clear. 


[Adams] No, sorry, please let me... [pauses] If you keep 
interrupting me, | can’t make anything clear. If all of 
the other parties with their record of involvement in 
the conflict. in this situation. anu including... [pauses] 
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and especially the Briush Government, in the context 
of proper and real all-party talks are prepared to sign 
up for the Mitchell principles, Sinn Fein—which have 
taken a Constructive and positive attitude to all of this— 
are prepared to do exactly the same. 


[Naughuc] One last question—with a promise of no 
interrupuion, because | want to hear your answer: Do 


you expect an IRA cease-fire or not? 


{Adams} | don’t know. And, as far as I'm concerned, 
my main concern at this moment is to try and create 
the conditions where there are proper peace talks—and 
that in the first instance means that those who contest 
an elecuon which we didn't want should be accorded 
the same democratic mghts as all other partes. 


{Naughue] Gerry Adams, thank you. 


UK: Trimble Views Adams’ Acceptance of Mitchell 
Proposals 


LD2105091496 London Channel 4 Television Network 
in English 1800 GMT 20 May 96 


{Interview with David Trimble, leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party by correspondent Jon Snow, Trimble 
in Belfast, Snow in London; from the “Channel Four” 
newscast — live] 


(FBIS Transcribed Texi} [Snow] We saw earlier in our 
report the position that you have taken on this, which 
is basically that this sull doesn’t change anything, how 
do we change anything’ 


[Trimble] Well, let's wait and see what is going to 
happen, | mean, the position as stated by the two 
go ernments (London, Dublin] on 28 February is quite 
clear. First there has to be a cease-fire by the IRA 
[insh Republican Army)/Sinn Fein. And Jon, you know 
and everybody knows, the dogs in the street know that 
Sinn Fein and the IRA are part and parcel of the same 
organization and cannot be treated separately. So the 
first thing we have ts a restorauon of the cease-fire. That 
is the government's terms, not mine. Then the second 
thing we have — at the beginning of the talks — is that 
there has to be a total and absolute commitment to the 
Mitchell principles. Now we have not got that. All we 
have got from Mr. Adams, I quote, is saying: We've 
got a positive and constructive attitude to the enure 
Mitchell body, whatever that means. And his references 
later on to signing up to the Mitchell principles weie 
qualified, so —- [I'm reading from a transcnpt of his 
interview — so what we need to see first is a cease- 
fire, and second, a total and absolute commutment to the 
principles which include no more paramilitary beatings. 
no more use of force. or the threat of force in the context 
of negotiations, and a commitment to decommissioning. 


UNITED KINGDOM 1" 


Now, I am delighted if Gerry Adams has said today that 
he accepts the principle of decommussioning. because i! 
he says he accepts Mitchell, that is what he has done, 
aid we wail now for him to prove that that ts the case 


by actually starting. 


{Snow} But we have obviously got to look on the 
positive side as well. This is a nudge in the mght 
direction, isn't it? 


[Trimble] Well yes, but let us wait unt! 10 June before 
we throw our hats in the air. We have got to have that 
total and absolute commitment to Mitchell in a credible 
manner because it means you are Commutting yoursel! 
to the decommissioning, the total decommissioning 
of ali paramilitary weapons and the disbandment of 
paramilitary organizations... 


[Snow, interrupung] But in order to make progress do 
we not each time have to say: yes, that’s OK so far, but 
we need more’ 


[Trimble] Well, that is precisely what I am saying. that 
we do need more. And what we do mean, and what 


[Snow, interrupting) But you are stressing more of the 
need, more than you are at least saying OK this is good 
I have not really heard you phrase an acceptance that 
what has happened is good. 


[Trimble] Well, it is good if 1 1s what we think it 1s. | 
mean if Gerry Adams has accepted now the principle of 
decommussioning and the disbandment of param:!itary 
organizauons, that is good, if that is what he has done, 
but unul | hear him say that in terms | shal! keep a 
lute skepticism and | would advise other people as wel! 
[sentence .s heard]. We have been in the situation before 
where Sinn Fein/IRA have used ambiguous language 
and then exploited the over cager reception that has 
been given by some commentators who are not really 
in touch with what is going on. And let's not tall into 


that trap again. 


UK: Hume Welcomes SF Acceptance of Mitchell 
Proposal 


LD2108113696 London BBC / Television Network 
in English 0600 GMT 21 May 96 


[Interview with John Hume, leader of the Social Desiio- 
cratic Labour Party, SDLP, by correspondent Justin 
Webb; Hume in Derry, Webb in London. from the 
“Breakfast News” program — live] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) [Webb] How significant do 
you think Mr. Adams’ comments were’ 


{Hume} Well, | think it is a welcome statement and 
I think it has been broadly welcomed by everyone in 
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that they are saying thal they are prepared to accept 
the Mitchel! principles, which means they are totally 
committed to democratic and peaceful methods. And 
obviously that has raised hopes, and everybody 1s 
hoping that that will lead to a restoration of the cease- 
fire. 


[Webb] Do you believe that i is a change in Sinn Fein’s 
position, though, because some people have pointed out 
that actually Sinn Fein can sign up to something pretty 
much hke this when they become councilors’ 


|Hume!] Well, I think, first of all, that m is a very 
umportant statement, and it 1s important that everybody 
in Northern Ireland —- we all want to see lasting peace 
here — and for thal reason it 1s umportant that everybody 
is totally and absolutely committed to democratic and 
peaceful methods and that we take the gun and the bomb 
out of our politics forever. And I think it ts important 
that when these talks take place on the 10th of June, that 
they take place in a totally peaceful atmosphere, with 
all parties totally commutted to democratic and peaceful 
methods. For that reason this statement is welcomed, but 
I hope that it also means that we are going to achieve 
another cease-fire. And this time. one that will be totally 
lorever. 


[Webb] That ts, of course, the crucial issue, and the 
British Government saying, or repeating, yesterday, that 
there must be that cease-fire before there is any question 
of Sinn Fein being at those talks on June the 10th — 1s 
that the mght thing to do”? Simply stand firm on the issue 
of the cease-fire and hope that the IRA [Insh Republican 
Army} come up with what everyone seems to want? 


{Hume} Well, | think that certainly that...[Hume pauses] 
First of all, | think that everybody does want a cease-fire, 
and as | was saying last might, and appealing directly and 
publicly to the IRA, asking them to respect the wishes 
of the people of Ireland, north and south, because those 
wishes are overwhelming for peace. And it is not just 
the people of Ireland, north and south, but the Insh 
people nght across the world. And indeed. one of the 
great effects of the last cease-fire was that it . arnessed 
the opinion and created an enormous mood of the Irish 
ngm across the world for peace, and there are great 
resources there now waiting to be harnessed on behalf 


of all our people in a totally peaceful atmosphere. 


[Webo] What if the IRA, as some believe they will, 
agree to another cease-fire but erther do i very late, 
close to the talks, or else hedge it around with caveats 
that are considered to be unsatisfactory. What should be 
the way that the governments progress in that case” 


{Hume} Well, | don't think that..[Hume pauses} You 
know, | think one of the proMiems throughout this peace 
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process — and | know because I have been heavily 
involved in ut from the start — 1s hypotheucal situations, 
and answering questions about hypothetical situations 
and thereby creating other problems. | don't get into 
hypothesis, | get into objectives, and the objective 1s to 
get another...to get a total cessation of violence, which 
means the restoration the cease-fire, and that is what 
we should all be working for so that the talks do take 
in the atmosphere that both governments want them to 
take place in, and | think what the people want, which 
is a totally peaceful atmosphere. 


UK: Major Demands ‘Clear-Cut’ IRA Cease-Fire 
Before Talks 

LD2105163196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1806 GMT 21 May 96 


{By Hamish Macdonell, Parliamentary Staff) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister today 
insisted Sinn Fein could only take part in all-party talks 
if there was a “clear- cut, unequivocal ceasefire” by the 
IRA. 


Mr Major's comments in the Commons followed yes- 
terday'’s announcement by Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams that his party would accept the principles drawn 
up by the Mitchell Commission on terrorist arms, which 
included a commitment to condemn violence. 


Mr Adams carlier today refuse. to condemn terrorist 
violence and said he did not kn w if the IRA would 
announce a fresh ceasefire. 


He made clear Fein would only acc. ™ the principles in 
Senator George Mitchell's report if. ther parties did 


So. 


Mr Major told MPs at question time: “We nelieve that it 
is extremely important that the talks on Northern Ireland 
are successful, but the only way in which Sinn Fein will 
find themselves a part of those talks 1s if there 1s a clear- 
cut, unequivocal ceasefire by the IRA. 


“In the absence of that, Sinn Fein will not be part of the 
talks. 


“T hope that is entirely clear to Sinn Fein, to the IRA 
and to every Member of this House. 


He was responding after Tory Step? » Day (Cheadle) 
asked him ‘not to take note” of the efforts of Mr Adams 
to distance Sinn Fein from the IRA. 


Mr Day added: “Will you remember that when Mr 
Adams tells us that he has consulted the IRA, what he 
has merely done 1s look in the bathroom mirror” 
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The Pnme Minister told him: “There is no doubt that 
Sinn Fein and the IRA are two sides of the same comm 


The Rev Martin Smyth (UUP Belfast S) asked Mr 
Major: “Would you accept that it is not enough to say 
that “we are no longer part of the IRA’ when Sinn Fein, 
through its leadership, has at no ume condemned the 
atrocities and bombings of the IRA?” 


He added it would only be in the context of such a 
condemnation that “anybody could have confidence in 
them as a bona fide political party’. 


The Prime Minister replied there could be “no justifica- 
tion” for terrorist outrages and he hoped everyone would 
condemn them. 


He said he expected every party eligible for the talks 
“Ww accept at the outset, without equivocation, each and 
every aspect of the Mitchell principles”. 


He insisted: “That is an essential prerequisite to taking 
part in the talks.” 


UK: Unionists Warn Major on Decommissioning of 
IRA Arms 


LD2105203196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2026 GMT 21 May 96 


{By Gavin Cordon and lan Graham) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] John Major was tonight 
warned by Ulster Unionists they would try to bring 
down his Government if there was any “backsliding” 
over the decommissioning of IRA weapons. 


Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble — in his starkest 
threat to date — said any retreat by the Prime Minister 
on the hand over of terrorist guns and bombs would be 
seen as a fundamental breach of trust. 


He coupled it with a warning to the Government not to 
draw back from its insistence on a new IRA ceasefire if 
Sinn Fein are to take part in all-party talks on Northern 
Ireland's future due to start on June 10. 


“In such circumstances | would have no hesitation 
in recommending to my parlamentary colleagues to 
oppose the Government, he told a news conference in 
Dungannon, Co Tyrone 


With the Conservatives’ overall Commons majonty 
down to just one, Mr Major's position could by highly 
vulnerable if the Unionists decide to motilise their nine 
MPs against the Government. 


Mr Trimbie's warning reflects concern among unionists 
that Mr Major could water down the requirement for 
the handover of weapons in order to get Sima Foro 
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imo the talks after his promise last week thal the 
decommissioning issuc would not be allowed to block 


progress in the negouations. 


In the Commons, however, Mr Mayor insisted that there 
would have to be a “clear-cut, unequivocal” restoration 
of the IRA truce if Sinn Fein were to join the other 
parties at the negouating table. 


He rejected apparent moves by the Sinn Fein President 
Gerry Adams to distance his party from the IRA in order 
to get them into the talks without a new ceasefire. 


“There is no doubt that Sinn Fein and the IRA are 
two sides of ihe same coin, he told MPs dunng Prime 
Minister's Questions. 


Mr Adams, who on Monday for the first ume explic- 
itly accepted the recommendations of Senator George 
Mitchell's commission on decommissioning, said the 
Government's “negative” response was “disappointing . 


He said the offer to sign up for the Mitchell principles 
— which include the renunciation of force and a 
commitment to exclusively peaceful means — had heen 
intended as an “olive branch” to the Government 


The Sinn Fein president, who was launching his party's 
manifesto for the May 30 elections for the forum icading 
to the talks, insisted that he would turn up anyway 


“On June 10 we will be at the venue for all party talks. 
We can do no more than that to assert the nghts of those 
people who voted for us,” he told a news conference at 
a west Belfast hotel. 


“Sinn Fein asks for nothing more in this clection than 
that whatever mandate we receive will be respected by 
others and we go into all-party talks armed only with 
that. 


With Mr Adams refusing to be drawn on the likelihood 
of a new IRA ceasefire, Northern Ireland Secretary Su 
Patrick Mayhew and Irish Deputy Prime Minister Dick 
Spring meet tomorrow in London to assess what the 
chances now are of bringing all parties to the negotiating 
table on June 10 


Irish Prime Minister John Bruton tomght said specific 
issues had still to he resolved with Britain about next 
month's negotiations on the future of Northern Ireland 


He underlined the importance of preventing the question 
of decommissioning terrorist arms obstructing progress 
in the all-party talks 


Speaking in Dubin ahead of tomorrow's London ses. 
sion of the Angio-inish intergovernmental Ulster Con 
ference, Mr Bruton sand “We are close enough to an 
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agreement for a procedure for carrying the issue for- 
ward in accordance with the Mitchell report. 


"Very intensive work is going on at the moment. The 
British Prime Minister and | have had three telephone 
conversations on the subject im the past week — 
including a very lengthy one last night. 


“Obviously, we have not done all the work we need 
to do. There are some specific issues which have to be 
sorted out.” 


On the arms controversy, he warned: “It 1s only through 
having a serious process of political engagement across 
the whole agenda that decommussioning will actually 


happen 


“Uniess there is serious engagement, the conditions 
won't exist for decommissioning.” 


Another point still to be decided, said Mr Bruton, was 
the chairing of the negouations. 


“That is a very important issue, and will be very helpful 
in being resolved. These issues are currently under 
very active discussion between the Pnme Minister and 


myself.” 
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Mr Bruton said the outstanding points would also 
be considered at the Anglo-Insh conference session, 
jointly chaired by Northern Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew and deputy Irish premier ick Spring. 


Sources in Dublin said Mr Spring, who has urged 
4ealing with weapons decommussioning at talks staged 
parallel to the inclusive negotiating, will press for a 
significant role to be allocated to former United States 
Senator George Mitchell, whose report carly this year 
on the arms issue was seen by Dublin as the basis for 
a breakthrough in Northern Ireland. 


Mr Bruton made his latest comment aller a mecting 
in Dublin with a delegation from Northern Ireland's 
nationalist Social Democratic and Labour Party. 


Later SDLP leader John Hume made a new appeal to 
the IRA for a ceasefire restoration that would permit 
their Sinn Fein allies to enter the inclusive talks 


He sand: “I am taking directly now to the IRA. I am 
asking "hem to respect what they know to be the wishes 
of the whole Irish people, north and south, for peace 





repert may contain copynghted matenal Copying and diesemination 
 protebited without permieson of the copynght owners 








FBIS-WEU-96-100 
22 May 1996 


Ireland: Bruton, Major ‘Likely’ To Attend 
All-Party Talks 

LD2108162696 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1450 GMT ?1 May % 


[By Chris Parkin} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Irish prime minister John 
Bruton today said it was likely he and John Major would 
be at the opening of next month's all-party talks on the 
future of Northern Ireland. 


Mr Bruton stressed that no decision had been taken on 
the attendance of the prime ministers at the June 10 stan 
of the Belfast negot.auons. 


He reported in the Dublin parliament: “That 1s a matier 
that has not been settled yet. It is possible that we will 
be there - in fact I think it could be likely that we will 
- but no formal decision has been taken at this point.” 


In Dublin political circles following Mr Bruton’s com- 
ment the view was that the final line-up for the inclu- 
sive talks - and the crucial question of the presence of 
_ ian Fein, to be permitted only by a return of the IRA 
ceasefire - would probably be a key clement in finally 
signalling the go-ahead for the attendance of the two 
leaders. 


Mr Bruton - who spoke to Mr Major on the telephone 
on Monday night - also refused to rule oul a meeting 
with the Prime Minister in advance of the all-party talks. 


IRELAND 1s 


He said Monday's acceptance by Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams of the Mitchell principles in the Ulster peace 
process amounted to “a most significant step . 


But he again insisted it was essential for the IRA to have 
a mew ceasefire ahead of the entry into the Northern 
Ireland negotiations of their Sinn Fein allies. 


Dealing with parliamentary queries about the peace 
process, Mr Bruton said the report on terrorist arms 
decommussioning issued earlier this year by former US 
senator George Mitchell ‘clearly required” a resumed 
ceasefire before the all-party talks. 


The Irish premier - speaking ahead of a London 
session tomorrow of the Anglo-Insh intergovernmental 
Uister Conference set to be dominated by the weapons 
decommission question - added strong backing for a 
further role in the peace proccess for Senator Mitchell 


He told the Dail: “I believe Senator Mitchell has an 
unnvalled capacity 0 make a valuable contribution in 
this area” 


Earlier, Albert Reynolds, Mr Bruton’s predecessor as 
head of government in Dublin, also called for the senator 
to be brought back into the process. 


Mr Bruton stressed, though: “Any decision on that point 
would be a matter for joint action by the British and Irish 
governments, rather than a unilatera! move - 
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Germany: Kinkel Views EU, NATO Expansion 
AU2105132996 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 21 May 9 p& 


[Report by “C.G.~: “Negotiate With Everyone Or Sift 
Ou"’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Bonn, 20 May — German am- 
bassadors and leading industrialists are trying to draw 
conclusions from the development of the central and 
eastern European states that want to join the EU and 
NATO. A two-day conference that opened in the For- 
eign Ministry in Bonn on 20 May also deals with the 
situation in Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine. Foreign Min- 
ister Klaus Kinkel invited the FRG ambassadors to the 
eastern European states that are associated with the EU, 
the heads of mission in Moscow, Kiev, and Minsk, the 
permanent ves at the EU, the Western Eu- 
ropean Union [WEU)}, and NATO to the conference, as 
well as representatives of German companies that are 
active in eastern Europe. One of the first findings of 
the debate was that Bonn’s assumption that only a lim- 
ited number of castern neighbors will join the EU at 
first, while others will have to wail, is not necessarily 
correct. Participants conveyed the impression that the 
Western countries want their particular fnends among 
the candidates to be among the first to jom: As soon 
as Germany mentions Poland, the Czech Republic, and 
Hungary, Prance adds its candidate Romania, even if 
Bonn does not consider that it meets the economic con- 
ditions. That is why the connection between equal start- 
ing positions for the negotiations and gradual accession 
seems far from clarified. 


Opening the conference, Kinkel said that it had not yet 
heen clarified how the |! countries associated with the 
EU would be handled in the future. It had been agreed 
that negotiations with the first candidates would start 
six months after the end of the “Maastricht IT” inter- 
governmental conference, together with the membership 
talks with Cyprus and Malta. It is, however, doutful 
whether the talks with all the candidates will begin at the 
same time, which would mean that those that are suit- 
able could be “sifted out,” or whether the membership 
talks should be limited to those countries considered 
suitable by the EU Commission's “evaluation.” Kinkel 
pointed out that these are heterogeneous countnes, some 
of which still have to find their identities and thus tend 
to isolate themselves from other candidates. “But the 
goal must be a Europe of common values, without dis- 
crimination. The progress of reforms continues to be 
determined “by the capacity and willingness to jon” 
ht is true that countermovements have formed, based 
on the impression that the development so far has not 
brought about a great number of positive results for the 


FBIS-WEL-96-100 
22 May 1996 


people. Yet, Kinkel said, there is every reason to be 
opumistic — not only because the countries ae devel- 
oping toward rule-of-law states, but also because at 5 
percent the eastern European countries are at the top of 


the average European growth rate figures. 


Germany has no right to lecture others, Kinkc. said. 
“We should stick to the modest role of advocaic. The 
basic Conditions, such as legal standards, administrative 
reforms, privalizauon, and transparent structures must 
be created by the states themselves. Germany can 
help in opening markets, giving advice, and making 
financial transfers. One has to tackle the nsk of EU 
expansion and must “not leave it to the accountants. 
“The EU's opening up toward central and castern 
Europe is an enormous opportunity for Germany and 
Europe as business locations.” Although the network 
of relations between the EU and the candidates works, 
it as Characterized too much by formal procedures. A 
lively exchange of information and views ts necessary 
With regard to a common foreign and security policy, 
“specific things con already be undertaken in many 
fields,” Kinkel said. “The structured dialogue must be 


improved. 


As well as being in the EU's waiting room, the associ- 
ated countries are also “in the antechamber of NATO. 
Kinkel said. This has already resulted in “comparatively 
strong” links. The candidates must concentrate their cf- 
forts on adjusting legal conditions, the EU must estab- 
lish its institutional reforms for its larger future struc- 
ture. Kinkel proposed that a permanent conference of 
the EU and the central and castern European countries 
should be formed immediately after the EU intergov- 
ernmental conference, which should deal with member- 
ship issue, the preparation of talks, and accompanying 
measures to the talks at a later stage. Although some 
countnes hold a different view on that, it 1s important 
for these states to jon the EU before becoming NATO 
members, Kinkel said. He expressed understanding for 
the concerns of the Baltic states, “which are facing the 
biggest threats. The Baltic states and Russia are some- 
times msensitive in dealing with cach other Kinkel 
said that it is “sensible to restrain oneself on the ques- 
ton of NATO expansion.” The principle decision on ex- 
pansion is valid. One should ‘proceed calmly and take 
the worry of isolation off Russia.” There is no mght to 
veto, Kinkel said. One will have to avon strengthen- 
ing the extremists in the Russian presidential clections 
and ‘tendencies toward a new Warsaw Pact” A security 
structure must consist of many components: the Organ- 
vation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
the WEU, the EU with a stronger common foreign and 
security policy, and NATO 
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Kisikel rejected Russia's proposals to replace NATO 
by the OSCE or conclude bilateral security guarantees 
instead of enlarging the alliance. Nor, said Kinkel, can 
lumitung NATO expansion to the field of politics and 
abandoning mulitary structures be a solution. Germany's 
answer to the relevant proposals from Moscow is: “No.” 
The United States regards Europe's development mainly 
in terms of security, Kinkel said. “But for Germany, the 
EU is more important, even if it would be ideal to have 
membership develop in line with NATO.” 

Germany: Schaeuble Defends Coalition Austerity 
Program 

AU2005134596 Berlin DIE WELT in German 

20 May 9% p2 


{Interview with Wolfgang Schacuble, head of the CDU/ 
CSU Bundestag Group, by Philip Grassmann and Bet- 
tuna Seipp; place and date nc* given: “Pensions Will Be 
the Main Problem of the FP. e”) 

[FBIS Translated Text) [WELT] The austerity package 
has met with resistance from the opposition, the unions, 
and the lacnder minister-presidents. Will it be at all 
possible to implement 11” 

{Schaeuble] There is always organired resistance. How- 
ever, | dispute the claim that there really is massive 
opposiuion among the population to the program for 
growth ar’ employment. My impression is that the pop- 
ulation knows that we now have to make every possible 
effort to safeguard the foundations of our prospenty for 
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the January pigram contains everything thal we have 
now given concrete form to in the program for more 
growth and employment. So, there can be no quesuon of 
us having abandoned the principle of cooperating with 
the unions. The $0-point program already contained the 
joint assessment of the government, industry, and the 
unions thal such a course would make it possible to 
halve unemployment by 2000. No side should be able to 
shirk its share of responsibility now. We cannot accept 
such a high level of unemployment. 


[WELT] But what about the opposition being encoun- 
tered from the minister-presidents”’ 

[Schaeubie] As far as the muinister-presidents are con- 
cerned, they have clearly stated that the program's basic 
direction is corre:t. What the laender are much more 
concerned about is the need to abolish the wealth tax, 
which generates vevenues of 8.5 billion marks, follow- 
ing the Constitutional Court ruling, and the impact that 
this will have on laender budgets. The federal author- 
ites are now seen us having to assume an obligation. 
So, we all have ar. .Merest in reaching agreement. 


[WELT] The coalition will need every vote that 1! has to 
pass the austerity package. Three CDU/CSU [Christian 
Democratic Union/Chrisuan Social Union) depuues — 
- Rainer Eppelmann, Walter Link, and Rita Suessmuth 
— have voiced harsh criticism of the program. Is the 
coalition majority at risk? 

(Schaeuble) In the case of such a comprehensive and 
amintious program, it is entirely in order for many 
colleagues to have misgivings about individual pornts. 
The Bundestag Group discussed the program at length 
and then approved it by a large majonty. We will 
also be carefully reviewing the individual points during 
the course of parliamentary consultations. We will! 
implement the program in a determined manner and | 
am quite sure that the three deputies whom you have 
mentioned will also vote for it. 


[WELT] Some representatives of industry fee! that the 
austerity program does not go far enough. 


[Schaeuble} First, the program for growth and employ- 
ment has to be approved and set in motion. This will 
provide us with an opportunity in the medium term to 
effect a far-reaching reform of income tax legislation 
and our social security system, including pension insur- 
ance. There has to be intensive debate about whether 
our labor situation makes it necessary to abandon the 
carnings-telated pension. | am convinced that the ad- 
vantages of such a pension should also be retained in 
the future. In view of the demograph: changes that are 


taking place — a declining birth rate and higher life ex- 
pectancy — pension insurance wil! undouledly he the 
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main social security problem of the future and it is in 
turn closely related to health, nursing care, and unem- 
ployment msurance. 


[WELT] The laender have been displaying an astonish- 
ing degree of unammmuity when it comes to defending 
their interests vis-a-vis Bonn. Is Germany changing? 


[Schacuble] No, but we all have to ensure thal our 
federal system remains innovative. There are conflicts 
hetween the federal authorities, the laender, and the 
mumcipaliles regarding the distribution of funds. That 
is inherently so. However, everyone involved must also 
be aware of his responsibility for the overall situation. 
We have a consututional duty to draw attention to this 
fact. The laender minister-presidents are members of the 
consututional agency of the Bundesrat and are obliged 
to view things as whole and that is what they do mostly. 


[WELT] Is there a contradiction between the FRG's 
claim to federalism and the demand recently voiced by 
Finance Minister to change the Constitution if necessary 
to enable land parliaments to vote on whether laender 
should be merged? 


[Schacuble] In 1990, in the course of preparing the unifi- 
cation treaty, | myself proposed a constitutional amend- 
ment that would have set in motion a reorganization of 
the laender, which | believe is something that is needed 
in these times. The proposal failed. 


The experience of Berlin and Brandenburg shows that 
opposition to such moves on the part of the population 
has not diminished. Al the present time, we should 
focus on those issues that are a priority in terms of 
decisionmaking and the implementation of solutions. 
The reorganization of the laender requires more time. 


Germany: BDI President Says Austerity Program 
Must Be Enforced 

AU2208070296 Munich FOCUS in German 

20 May % p24 


{Interview with Federal Association of German In- 
dustry, BDI, President Hans-Olaf Henkel by Henning 
Krumrey, place and date not given: “It Is Necessary To 
Argue But Not To Stnke"} 


{FBIS Translated Text) [Krumrey} Mr. Henkel, the trade 
unions dominate the discussion, while business remains 
silent. Why” 


[Henkel] We are not silent. However, the panic- 
mongering of the trade umons could, indeed, leave one 
speechiess. The reforms were long overdue, but the 
population was not properly prepared. The economy 
is Cautious because the austerity resolutions are of no 
use to us in the short term. The second stage of the 
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nursing-Cafe insurance 1s caling up whal we save in 
the area of health insurance. As far as the conunued 
payment of wages is concerned, wage agrocmenis 
remain untouched. So nothing will happen since most 
wage agreements sull have a long duration. Aad the 
tax reforms either yield no net relief of are obstructed 
by the SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany} in 
the Bundesrat. 


{[Krumrey] So things are not getung better but only not 
worse? 


{Henkel} In the shorn term there will be no casing 
of the burden. Yet, the signals are good: the reform 
of the continued payment of wages, the pension and 
tax reform. Therefore, we must not let the Federal 
Government down in the fight with the trade unions 


{[Krumrey] One has now even heard the word general 
strike for the first ume. How much escalation can 
Germany afford’ 


[Henkel] We have been trying for too long to agree 
on the smallest common denominator. The necessary 
reforms do need some arguing. Yet, the strike ts 
absolutely unnecessary, besides, a political strike ts 
absolutely undemocratic. | know that Federation of 
German Trade Unions [DGB] chairman Schulte thinks 
$0, too. After all, the Bundestag is responsibic for the 
necessary law amendments, and we have all, including 
the trade unions, elected that Bundestag 


[Krumrey] If the restricuons on the continued payment 
of wages in the public service sector cannot be enforced, 
then the entire law may not come, after al! 


[Henkel] The government must enforce the law. It 
would be a fatal signal if the first attempt to end 
excessive care in the case of illness failed in the wage 
talks, and if then the law-making procedure were to 


be suspended. The public sector is not cxposed to 
international competion such as industry 1s 


[Krumrey} What has to happen now to fill om the tax 
gap’ 


[Henkel] Mr. Waigel’s austerity package must now 
really be put through. This is also true for the laender 
that are sull obstrucung it. Second, we must make even 
greater efforts to put the federal budget on a sound 
footing again to fulfill the Maastricht criteria. If we 
were to miss the criteria of new detts for three years 
we could hardly ask others to apply strict measures 
Laender and communities must stop complaining and 
follow the example of the Federal Government. They 
could now go ahead and privatize many of ther sul! 
roughly 100,000 enterprises. That would be good for 
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the public coffers, good for competition, and good for 
the citizen, because ut will lead to lower rates. 


{[Krumrey] According to tax estimates, the federal, 
lacader, and community authorives must save another 
SO bilhon German marks [DM] to meet the Maastricht 
criteria in 1997. Can that be done” 


[Heakel] Of course it can be done. The governments 
must follow industry's cxample. We had to cul costs 
dramatically im the last few years to survive. We 
also had problems in convincing our workforce of 
that necessity. Those DMSO billion have to be cut 
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somewhere, and the ciuuzens must be convinced that this 
Step is necessary. 


(Krumrey] Is it not time to admut that the criteria cannot 
be met? 


[Henkel] It is somewhat naive of us to sull say: Let's 
wait until 1998 and decide then. It would be more 
responsible to think today of the effects if France and 
Germany fail to meet the criteria in 1997. Yet, one must 
lead the discussion in a way thal prevents people from 
immediately stopping the efforts to achieve the criteria 
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Praace: US. Renewal of China's MFN Status “No 
Serprise’ 

BR2105130296 Paris LES ECHOS in French 

21 May % pS 

[Article signed “YB”: Beipng’s Trade Advantages 


(PBIS Translated Excerpt) Yesterday the US. President 
decided to rearw China's most favored naton (MFN) 


[passage ornitted) 


had announced his intention to renew the clause, but 


FBIS-WEL -96-100 
22 May 1996 


mu comes carer than capected. According to US 
semor officials, in so Goung Bill Chaton has wanted 
to clanfy the situavon before the forthcomung dchatc 
in Congress on China's trading status and on the US 
Admunistration’s general policy toward Beipng. a a 
ume when a oumber of congressmen were calling for 
the MPN clause to be suspended, in parucular hecause 
of human nghts violations in China 


Biowing hot and cold. the Clinton admunistration an- 
nounced the renewal of the MPN clause a few days after 
pudlishing a list of Chinese products which would fe 
subjected to protitiuve Customs dubes if Being faled 
to take measures to ensure respect of intellectual prop- 
erty nghts. Beipng then announced that 1 would take 
retahatory measures. China and the United States have 
until 17 June to find 4 way out of the crisis 


Most observers expect that these two countries will 
reach a compromise given the size of thew Mlateral 
trade: Last year China sold goods and services worth 
$45.5 bilhon to the United States, is largest export 
market, and bought $11.7 tillhon’s worth mm return. At 
the same ume, U.S. corporations have already invested 
more than $20 tilhon in China 
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Ita’: Scacfaro 2 Jun Parliamentary Addrew 
Previewed 

BR2I0S123896 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
2] May 9% pé 


{Report by Giorgio Battstiny “Scalfaro Christens the 
‘Second Republic”™} 


(FBIS Translated Text) He reached the decmmon a few 
months ago. He discussed it in vague terms with a few 
trusted aides, as he so often does, with the rare frends 
in whom he confides. Then he made the announcement 
unexpectedly last Sunday [19 May], in the square 
in Palmanova, in Friuli. in from of a small crowd 
standing in the shadow of a bell tower. “| will discuss 
i im greater detasl during a forthcormung cclebravon 
in Rome,” Scalfaro tet out, almost without thinking, 
causing havoc among the Quirmale [president's palace] 
court, his advisers. those in the know and those who 


knew nothing. 


The occasion ts the speech that he will deliver to 
a joint session of parliament on 2 June, a day of 
solema celebravon of the SOth anmiversary of the Itahan 
Republic. An important anniversary. The celebration 
will be held at madday in the Lower House, and will 
he relayed live on television 


Not a message, nothing even remotely reminiscent of 
past ntuals, whech were perfectly constitutional but 
have now fallen into disuse im political practice. A 
speech. An oration delivered before the recently elected 
senators and deputses, with the presidents of the regional 
governments and the heads of the public authorities. 
who have already been invited, attending as well. A 
speech hat is intended to make a strong mark. A grand 
launching ceremony for a parliament that looks set to 
last the full five-year term, an act of symbolic separation 
between the first and second parts of the republic. A 
message celebrating SO years of republican life, which 
comewe with citizen Oscar Luigi Scalfaro’s SO years in 
parliament (he was clected to the Constituent Assembly 
on 2 June 1946). 


The speech on which the president has been working 
for several weeks during his quiet evenings at home on 
the via Aurelia will Consutute a fairly satisfied overview 
of half a century of national life. Bul even more so, 
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will be a list, one mughi even say an alarmed list, of the 
many things to be done, commencing with safeguarding 
national unity, on which subject Scalfaro 1s absolutely 
imtransigemt. He had refrained from discussing i in the 
past, feigning belief in Bossi's aggressive bargaming 
techmigue, his threatening secession in order to oan 
federalism, fewer taxes, and less moncy for the south 
Relations between them are now icy, and im his lates! 
speeches, in both Prouli and Sicily, Scalfaro has wWenti- 
fied the only real separatist ideology im the selfishness 
of a certain Maly that has achieved prospenty of late 
He will restate this Comcept in parliament, and he has 
already called on Prodi for rapid measures, acts and Je- 
cTees giving the regions greater financial autonomy (in 
the hope that they wall suffice to pul paid to centnfugal 
tendencies and to damp the powder of separatism) 


The reweaving of a national fabric rent by the founder- 
ing of the old political system will be at the center of 
the concerns that the president will list, a weaving of the 
social [dnc commencing at the grass roots, a rearrange- 
ment of affairs that must center on a fair balance in the 
rights and duties of the Italians: the nght of cituzenship, 
the nghi to honest, efficient relavions between the citizen 
and the public authorities and to case of dialogue with 
government agencies. Pur damental importance will he 
attached to the gradual dismantling of the centralist state 
to make way for the launch of regional autonomy, on 
the fiscal front as well, which is the prerequisite for any 
likelihood of federalism. The head of state has already 
pounted to the current Conststuvon and to the extension 
of the system of special regional statutes as a possible 
answer to the Itahan question. He sees this relationship 
as the source of all confidence of lack of confidence in 
democracy 


There will be no mention of amnesties, which are out 
of the question, great praise for the pudiciary, and little 
more than a composed reference to the political system 
having returned to normal after being swept clean by 
the judicial investigations. Calm needs to be restored to 
Kahan democracy, the president will say ‘-oncurring 
with Violante on that score) Society needs i, the 
cconomy needs it, the whole country as a system needs 
it to cocust and compete with the world 
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Ramon Perez-Maura in Lisbon on 18 May: - 
“We Will Not and Cannot Continue to Ignore Spain” | 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omutted) [Perez- 
Maura] The first foreign visit by the Portuguese pres- 
‘sent was to Cape Verde, but his first state vient well 
he to Spain. Will the Portuguese- speaking nations and 
Spain be two key aspects of your foreign policy’ 


{[Sampao] Yes, of course. The European countries. 
Staftuung with Spam. hecause Spain is our only neighbor. 
We have followed paralic! and significamt democratic 
. We therefore have a fundamental strategic 
European context. This ts very umportant 
of our future will be decided on m 
also because Portugal's strategx postion 
a transatlantx relatonstep. and ves with the 
countries (Angola, Mozammque, Guinea 
Verde, and Sao Tome and Pracipe) and 
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take place in July. For us the important thing 1s 
that much of our future depends on Europe. It was a 
great pleasure for me to receive the invitabon from his 
majesty the king. I heleve that inviting me so soon was 


a special gesture 


[Perez -Maura} This community of Portuguese-speaking 
Countries is still om its infancy. 


[Sampaio] Not exactly. The founding summit (for 
tus communny of Portuguese-speaking Countries) took 
place two years ago in Bram! The preparatory work was 
conchaded im Mozambique last Apr! The foreign minis- 
ters chose July for the founding declaration of the Com- 
munity of Portuguese Speaking Countnes However, we 
conssder the Spanish-Amencan sumrnit. atiended Py the 
king. to be very important too. Thus, because of its 
Mrategic postion, its culture and history, and above 
all, sence the estaDiishment of democracy and integra- 
tom into Europe, Portugal has two key advantages for 
strengthening relations hetween the two Countnes | arm 
im favor of broad Cooperation which cannot conceal the 
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coordinabon that takes into account the nghts of both 
counties 


(Perez-Maura} Since the Catnation Revoluton Pow 
our countnes have followed differen poltxal paths In 
fact, sence then the governments in Madrid and Lishow 
have always been from the oppowng wing of politics. 
which was again confirmed im the last clection. Why 
should that he’ 


[Sampaio] I do not thunk there ts any special reason 
for that. The processes were paralicl bul different 
There ate good crampics of fine relations hetween 
goveraments of different political hues Our relabons 
cannot he sulyected to the inevitaic polstical changes 
that cach people decides to make. Democracy s there to 
seck oul convergence hetween the two states which i 
essential if they are to live together. However, we need 
hetier convergence. There must be more Portuguese 
investment in Spain and | am not opposed to Spanish 
investment in Portugal. 


[Peres-Maura| But there are some legal probiems there 
There ts a threat from the European Commiuson to cut 
ad to Portugal if « does not give all Europeans the 
opportunity to participate in the privatizauon of pulia 
Companies 


{Samparo| Thes ts not a result of the government's work 
but rather of the parhamentary groups The government 
1s stl) determaned to open up our economy While Por. 
tugal and Spain both have special interests of ther own. 
there ts enormous room for convergence. If both sides 
suck to our democratic princuples, we will have two oF 
three furmtamental things to defend equal sovereignty 
between the states, compauiMe with participation im the 
EU. and a fundamental principle, namely hecause we 
are in favor of the enlarging and deepening of the EU, 
we therefore share a common cxsential princeple, that 
of ecomoma and social cohesion However, at the same 
tome there are still differences. For example. we have to 
tackle the pro&iem of the * ater taMes 


[Perez-Maura| Returning to imvestments though. it 
looks like Portugal is afraid of money comung im from 
outside the country 


[Samparo}] What needs to he discussed 1 whether the 
strategic Portuguese groups that have heen nationalized 
can have (foreign) shareholders and we will have to 
etamine how privatizavons can he legally implemented 
The government did submit a hil! to look at how foreign 
capital can enter the country. Put parliament three it out 
and the socialist group will have to submit a new one 
Change 1s seeded. but for the national mvestors there 
is a direct relavonship hetwecen thew own (apa lives 
and the rate at which the privatization will come te 
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a= Open cconomy you cannot sci up a Diockade. I do 


clement has to be guaraniced if we are to avoid terrible 
social costs. 


[Perez-Maura}) On that subject. the Portuguese Govern- 
mem has promised not to raise taxes and instead to in- 
crease social Cover and sec that there ac More police on 


the same time, the social secur) reform is heginning. 
There is big social deficit, but there is a solution. 


[passage omitted | 
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gory of dialogue There are no Mockages. everytiung 
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some fncvon between yourself and Gahoan Regional 
President Manuel Fraga... 


[Sampaio] One media source has reported that I will 
not be going to Galicia, but that is a joke because 
there are Ccentunes-old affinives between the Portuguese 
people and the Galicians. lt would be absurd not to go. I 
know President Fraga of the Commutice of the Regnons 
We have not had much to do with cach other, bul our 
relations have always been cordial. lt is in our national 
imerests to continue to live with Galicia because that 
is Only natural. | look upon the Galician vist with as 
much interest as my trips to the other Spanish regions 


[Perez-Maura] The Spanish regions bring to mind the 
probiems of the regionalization of your country which 
is Catered for in the Portuguese constitution but which 
has yet to be implemented. What similarities are there 
hetwees the two processes ’ 


[Sampaso} In Portugal we are not speaking about po- 
litical regions. The only political regions, which were 
also created im this constitutbon, were the Azores and 
Madea. We are talking about a kind of decentrahzaton 
that could be assimilated to an admumstrative regional - 
ization, secking an intermediate level between the mu- 
mcipalives and the central audborities. We are oot highly 
centralized. In previous centuries there were important 
mumcipalites and after the process of democratization 
the mumcipalities became important organs of democ- 
racy. | can sce clearly why the constitutional rules on 
regionalization are principles thal correspond to con- 
stituents’ desires for decentralizavon For many reasons 
this debate has always been started bul never finished 
Now the government has set its goal There are different 
reasponsitlitees, but there ts no political regionalization 
and there are fo national aspects — Portugal is one of 
the oldest nation states in Europe. | think that admin- 
istrative regionalization could play a significant role in 
the fight against mn =..sal umbalance. This gives rise to 
further protiems. What role should the councils play: 
what powers should they have, cic. We will have a de- 
hate that could lead to a referendum so that the people 
can definitively say “yes” of “no” to regionalization 


[Perez-Maura) So how can these regional imbalances he 
overcome ’ 

[Sampaio] There is no ready-made formula. However, 
new sensiPilities, tan incentives, poh with massive tax 
breaks if Companies locate there, and so on. is a 
difficult task, bul we musi pul a stop to the situation 
where certam regions of the country are forgotien 
[Perez-Maura] Will you manage to ensure that the 
decent ahzavon does not have the massive bureaucrat 
cost of a regronal system” 
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[Sampaio] There is a lot of talk about this, but I do not 
agree because our system is much more limited. The 
regionalization we are talking abou! is much closer to 
the French model than the Spanish onc. There cannot be 
the same problems as there are in Spain. | have always 
said that we need the broadest possible consensu. for 
this reform. What can be done? What could it cost? That 
is what is at stake here. 


[Perez-Maura} One of the powers bestowed on the pres- 
ident by the constitution is that of dissolving parliament 
when he feels it opportune. It is said that Prime Min- 
ister Guterres is in favor of this so that he can finally 


{Sampaio} it is hard to reply in my position. I do not 
claim to be guiding the reform since that would be 
unconstitutional. We have had two prior reforms, in 
1982 to make the transition from the Revolutionary 
Council to a balanced system of powers, and cgain in 
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1989 for economic reform. Now the time has come to 
perfect the system to ensure the best possible degree of 
Nitical icipation. | ited) 
[Perez-Maura} How do you hope to achieve your goal 
with the limited powers of the president? 


{Sampaio} They are powers of persuasion, moderation, 
arbitration when necessary, and are very much ued in 
with a person with direct electoral legiumacy and who 
can make his voice heard at critical moments. I have to 
be a democratic reference. 


[Perez-Maura} How can this power of moderation over 
the political parties be exercised without first having 
renounced your militancy in the socialist party? 


[Sampaio] Be careful. When I stepped down as general 
secretary of the socialist party in 1989, I set my own 
party politics to one side. I did the same when | was 
mayor of Lisbon and ruled for all the citizens of the 
town. 


[Perez-Maura) But you are still a member of the socialist 
party... 


{Sampaio} I do not think that to demonstrate your 
intenuons you really have to hand in your membership 
card. That is a ridiculous formality. What people need 
to know 1s whether this person who has never hidden 
his socialist convictions is or is not “exempt” and is a 
symbol of national unity and not of party politics. That 
is the main challenge. | would like to be judged on my 
ability to unite the Portuguese people, not to separate 
them. [passage omitted] 
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Cyprus: Spokesman on Boucher’s ‘Set of ideas’ 
Statement 


NC2205114896 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1030 GMT 22 May 9% 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Commenting today on U.S. 
Ambassador in Nicosia Richard Boucher's reference 
to Butrus-Ghali’s set of ideas, government spokesman 
loannis Kasoulidhis said the set of ideas is on the table 
and will be used as a reference point, but is not the 
basis for a Cyprus solution. Kasoulidhis mentioned that 
all current talks are focusing on the basic aspects and 
no reference is being made to the Ghali set of ideas. He 
said: But al] resolutions, the agreements thal have been 
made, and Butrus-Ghali's set of ideas are there and will 
be used as a reference point when negotiations begin 
on the secondary aspects of the Cyprus issue and the 
details. 

The spokesman said: The government is pursuing an 
overall approach to the basic aspects and this approach 
will become the framework for a Cyprus solution. 


In a statement this morning after meeting President 
Gilavkos Kliridhis, Boucher said Butrus-Ghali's set of 
ideas is related to the ongoing effort to create the basis 
for a Cyprus solution. He said the Ghali set of ideas 
is part of the UN framework and is on the negotiating 
table. Boucher <2ded that the set of ideas includes some 
unclarified pending issues, which are identical to the 
five basic aspects of the Cyprus issue that are part of 
the current discussion. [passage omitted] 


Cyprus: Kliridhis, UK Envoy View International 
Force Idea 

NC2105153896 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1500 GMT 21 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The negotiations for Cyprus’ 
accession to the EU will open as scheduled, that is, 
six months after the Intergovernmental Conference, and 
there will not be a war as alleged by Rauf Denktas. 
This statement was made by President Glavkos Klindhis 
at noon today, when asked to comment on relevant 
provocative remarks by the occupation leader. 


Responding to another question, the president made 
it clear that the Greek Cypriot side has proposed the 
establishment of an international force in Cyprus, under 
the mandate of the UN Secretary Council and not 
NATO. He added that relevant talks are being held on 


ths suggestion. 
British High Commussioner in Nicosia David Madden 
described as very helpful the idea of an international 
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force deployed in Cyprus to safeguard a future federal 
solution. He also expressed the desire that the negota- 
tions on the issue continue. Mr. Madden further noted 
that, on the basis of the discussions thus far, nobody 
can tell which country can or Cannol participate in this 
force. He added: Long discussions and the examination 
of many details are needed. Mr. Madden also reiter- 
ated Britain's determination to assist in the efforts for a 
Cyprus solution and added that London is in close con- 
tact with the Turkish Government so progress can be 
made in this direction. 


Cyprus: Denktas on Multinational Force Proposal, 
EU Membership 

TA2105182796 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1530 GMT 21 May 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has said 
that while the worid keeps the Turkish Cypriots at the 
negotiating table, it is playing the game of admitting 
the Greek Cypriot side to the EU, under the name of 
the Cyprus republic. Denktas said that at this stage, it 
is necessary to make a reassessment of the situation. 


Today, Denktas returned from Turkey where he un- 
derwent a medical checkup. He was received at Er- 
can (Tymbou] State Airport by Assembly Speaker Ay- 
han Halit Acarkan; Lieutenant General Hasan Kun- 
dakci, commander of the Turkish peace force in Cyprus; 
Brigadier General Ismail Kocman, security forces com- 
mander, Atay Ahmet Rasit, minister of foreign affairs 
and defense; (Derki Dubek), under secretary at the Turk- 
ish Embassy in Lefkosa [Nicosia]; Police Force Director 
General Attila Sav; and other officials. 


Speaking to reporters in connection with the Cyprus 
problem at Ercan Airport, Denktas said that both Pres- 
ident Demirel and Turkish Foreign Ministry officials 
agree with him that it is the Greek Cypriot side that does 
not want the Cyprus problem to be resolved. Denktas 
said that during his talks with Demirel, with Foreign 
Ministry officials, and with Ayfer Yilmaz, Turkish state 
minister responsible for Cyprus affairs, he indicated that 
there are certain things the Turkish Cypriots will not 
give up or accept in their cause for freedom. Among 
the things the Turkish Cypriots will not accept, Denktas 
said, is Cyprus’ membership in the EU without Turkey. 
He explained that such a membership would sever the 
ties between Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots. He also 
said that the Turkish Cypriots are opposed to the de- 
ployment of multinational forces in Cyprus in case of 
an agreement. 


Denktas pointed out that the Greek Cypriots deliberately 


posited the proposal for the deployment of a multina- 
tional force in Cyprus and that certain states support the 
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proposal. He said: By recognizing the Greek Cypriot 
side as the legitimate government — despite the princi- 


to us for the past 33 years. These same states are now 
talking of a multinational force in order to persuade the 
Greek Cypriots to sit at the negotiating table. 

Explaining the reasons behind the multinational force 
proposal, Denktas said: After the multinational force is 
deployed on the island, Turkish and Greek troops will 
be able to join it, under foreign command. However, 
when the multinational force is withdrawn, in line with 


posals call for the continuation of the 1960 guarantees 
system, and even consider the possibility of increasing 
the number of the regiments to remain in Cyprus. The 
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does, that would be the end of the Turkish Cypriots. He 
said: I say once more thal we must assess the situation 
and the developments very carefully. The place they 
want to take us is not the place we want to go, or the 
place we can protect our rights. 


Denktas stressed that the Greek Cypriot side wants to 
solve the problem as far as it is concerned by joining 


EU without Turkey, Denkias said: We are citizens 
the TRNC. However, Europe does not consider us 
such. It considers us the minority of the Greek 
Cypriots. Europe considers the Greek Cypriots its sole 
interlocutor. Under such conditions, it is not our train 
that must go. Everyone must realize this. 


The president stressed that the Greek Cypriots must 
be told that if they join the EU despite the TRNC's 
objections, the Turkish Cypriots will integrate with 
Turkey in all aspects. He emphasized that the Turkish 
Cypriots are not helpless. 


On economic issues, Denktas said that above all, the 
Turkish Cypriots must know what they want and take 
certain measures within the TRNC. He announced that 
Ayfer Yilmaz, Turkish state minister responsible for 
Cyprus affairs, will be coming to the TRNC within the 
next few days. He said: It is time to act; things must 
not be delayed any more. 


Rae 


Denktas said that he is in good health, that he will 
go to Ankara for another checkup in three months, 
and that during that time, he will conduct his business 
regularly. He praised the advanced level of Turkish 
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Greece: U.S. Seen as ‘Hypocritical’ 


NC2105171096 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
2/1 May % p& 

[From the “Views” column: “Leonine Methods™] 
{[FBIS Translated Text} Henry Kissinger had the “sin- 
cerity” to say cymically one time that “in US. foreign 
Current U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
did not make such a statement, but he did enact it 
at yesterday's meeting with his Turkish counterpart, 
thus demonstrating once again the hypocrisy of the 
superpower. 

Christopher said that he will attach “emphasis to the 
U.S. desire to help in the solution of Greek-Turkish 
disputes.” Al the same ume, however, he announced that 


President Clinton notified Congress of his intentions to 
send more military armaments to Turkey. 


Mr. Christopher also did not fail to stress the joint U.S. 
and Turkish efforts in Bosnia, and now in the Middle 
East issue. And we can not forget the recent Turkish- 
Isracli military agreement. 

No intelligent diplomatic analysis is needed to reveal 
that the cynical serving of interests puts aside again 
International Law, which justifies Greece in all issues, 
that is in the alleged disputes for which Turkey is talking 
about but refuses to submit to The Hague. 


The United State, declares its desire “to help” in the 
solution of the disputes, but it overarms Turkey, which, 
with its additional military cooperation with Israel, 
safeguards and promotes U.S. interests in the Middle 
East. 


Henry Kissiager wrote that when you want to resolve 
disputes between two countries, you do nothing but 
reinforce the armaments of one country until the other 
kneels down and yields. 


So, the formula is well known and this is why NATO 
and al! those who allegedly defend International Law, 
international (reales and agreements, recommend: “Re- 
solve it yourselves.” 


With this encouragement, Turkey provokes Greece 


every day and hypocritically proposes a recourse to The 
Hague ‘on all issues,” but talks should be held earlier 


on all issues. 


How and where would Greece find its rights when 
“morals stay home so biackmail and cynicism may 
prevail’? Could it be that (Greek Chamber of Deputies 
speaker] Mr Apostolos Kaklamanis was wrong when he 
saxi yesterday that NATO, instead of being an alliance. 
is rather a leonine partnership’ 
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Greece: Financial Aid to Palestinians Grantea 


NC2005211896 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1700 GMT 20 May 9 


(FBIS Translated Text} The excellent level of Greek- 

Palestinian relations was established at the talks between 
PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat and President Konstandinos 
Stefanopoulos and Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pan- 
galos. The Palestinian leader arrived in Athens at 1100 
today on an official visit. The prime minister will mect 
with “Arafat at approximately 2030 [1730 GMT} today 
and then will host a dinner in “Arafat's honor. 


At his meeting with ‘Arafat, President Stefanopoulos 
praised the Palestinian leader's contribution to the pro- 
motion of the peace process in the Middle East. To- 
morrow, ‘Arafat will meet with Development Minister 
Vaso Papandreou and Greek businessmen. He wil! also 
receive an honorary PhD from the Economic Science 
faculty of Patrai University. Our correpondent Mirella 
Kalostipi has the following report on the Palestinian 
leader's contacts in Athens with Foreign Minister Pan- 
galos: 


[Kalostipi] Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos gave 
Palestinian President Yasir ‘Arafat financial aid of 
$500,000—approximately 122 million Drachmas—on 
behalf of the Greek Government. The check was given 
at a news conference held after the one-hour mecting 
between Pangalos and ‘Arafat at the Greek Foreign 
Ministry. 


“Arafat stressed that this was not the first ume Greece 
has given the Palestinians economic aid. As the Pales- 
tinian leader noted, Greek firms will participate in the 
program for his homelands reconstruction. However, he 
declined to give details about the economic agreements 
that are already being worked out between Greek and 
Palestinian businessmen. He said only that an airline 
and a shipping line will link the two countries directly 


Theodhoros Pangalos promised that Greece——both as an 
EU member and by itself—will not miss any flor to 
strengthen the peace process in the region. Pangalos 
said: We believe in the democratic coexistence of two 
peoples in Palestine, with equal nights, a complete 
system for the protection of individual nghts, and with 
respect for human dignity. He added: We talked about 
the fate of the Holy Land, particuarly of Jerusalem. and 
we agreed that it is an area where the three religions— 
Muslim. Christian, and Jewish—should coexist and the 
faithful should be given facilities to exercise their 
religious rights. 

The Pangalos-‘Arafat talks reaffirmed once again 
Greece's friendship with the Palestuuman peopic. as weil 





mw report may contas 


maternal Copying and disseminabon 


copyrighted 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owner: 











FBIS-WEU-96-100 


GREECE 22 May 1996 





for its support for the Palestinian struggie and did not 
fail to remember his friend in difficult times, Andreas 
Papandreou, wishing him health and prosperity. 
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Motherland Party. No further details of his remarks at 
were reported. 


However, last night at a news conference in Washing- 
ton, the Turkish foreign minister asserted that the crit- 
icism leveled by several Musiim countries against the 
agreement with israel resulied from a lack of under- 


{FBIS Translated Text} Washington, May 22 (A.A}— 
Foreign Minister Emre Gonensay said on Wednesday 
that Turkey has perfect relations with Armenia adding 
Armenia could be one of the richest countries in the 
region with the realization of peace in the Caucasus and 
with the ot! pipeline. 
While responding to questions at the National Press 
Club, Gonensay said Turkish foreign policy was di- 
‘defense’. He also said Prime Minister 


Stressing that the closure of Turkey's border with Ar- 
mema aimed at 


peace between Armenia and 
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“we afe nepotiating this issue with whomever we meci 
because it is on the top of Turkey's agenda” 

Gonensay also underlined the necessity of cooperation 
with Russia on Caspian basin oil adding ‘we should 
convey them thal our concern on tanker passage through 


Gonensay later left for Turkey. 


Turkey: Official Reiterates Position on Oi) Pipeline 
NC1705133396 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 16 May 96 


[Report by Metin Demirsar — received via Internet] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) ISTANBUL — The Bosphorus 
can't be used for the transport of Caspian oil to the West 
because it would pose too much danger to Istanbul, a 
senior Turkish official told an international oi! and gas 
conference in Istanbul on Wednesday [15 May]. 


Turkey and Russia are locked in a major struggic 
over how Azeri and Kazakh oil will reach western 
markets. Russia wants the oi! to be pumped by pipeline 
to a Russian port and carried by tankers through the 
Bosphorus. Turkey wants the oil to be transported by 
pipeline to a terminal at Ceyhan on the Mediterranean. 


At Wednesday's gathering, Turkish officials reiterated 
their concern over safety to the country’s largest city if 
Caspian oil is shipped through the Bosphorus from the 
Black Sea. 


The issue was debated at the Second International Con- 
ference on Oil and Gas Pipelines in Central Asia. The 
two-day conference, organized by the Adam Smuth In- 
stitute of London, ended Wednesday. Scores of interna- 
tional oil industry executives and officials from several 
“The Turkish straits can't be used as if it were a pipeline 
for the transportation of Caspian oil to the West,” 
Ahmet Banguoglu, deputy director general of Maritime 
and Aviation affairs of the Foreign Ministry, declared. 
“This cption is too risky to be acceptable to Turkish 
governments and the public,” he stated categorically. 
Banguoglu said increased oi] shipments through the 
Bosphorus were already threatening Istanbul's |2 mil- 
lion inhabitants, who live along the shores of the wa- 
terway, with a potential environmental disaster. 


He also warned that the increased passage of ships with 
dangerous cargo would hamper international navigation 
on the waterway. “There are other, less risky and more 
rational routes for the routing of Caspian oil to world 


markets. One good option is the Baku-Ceyhan pipeline 
route,” he said. 
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Banguoglu warned that the Bosphorus will be perma- § The Bosphorus is the only outlet for Bulgaria, Romania. 

and foreign ships under the Ukraine and Georgia to warm waters and a major 

if, oil industry of- international waterway. The Bosphorus is part of the 

ficials hope, as much as 109.5 million tons of Caspian Turkish Straits, which include the Sea of Marmara and 

oil is shipped through the Bosphorus. the Dardanciles. In 1993 23,414 vessels transited the 
waterway, two thirds of which were foreign ships. 
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